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THE DUTY 
OF 
CHURCHWARDENS 


RESPECTING 


THE CHURCH. 


CHAP; I. 
INTRODUCTION. 


HE principal duty of Churchwardens, 


as their name implies, is the Care of 


the Church. T hey are Eccleſiaſtical Of- 
cers appointed for that purpoſe. The Free- 
hold of the Church, and the Government(a) 
thereof, are committed to the Rector, or 
Vicar: the Care of the Church, in certain 
points, 1s committed to the Churchwardens: 
and all are anſwerable to the Eccleſiaſtical 
Juriſdiction for the diſcharge of their 1 
tive truſts. 
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The Care of the Church committed to 
the Churchwardens reſpects Five Points. 
1. The Fabric, or Building. 2. The Uten- 
ſils and Furniture. 3. The Churchyard. 
4. Certain matters of good order concern- 
ing the Church ard Churchyard. 5. The 
Endowments of the Church. 


HA. H. 
OF THE FABRIC, OR BUILDING. 
The Churchwardens are bound to ſee. 
that the whole Fabric. of the Church be 
kept in proper repair: namely, the Nave 
or Body, the Chancel, the Iſles or Tranſepts, 
the Belfry, the Porch, and every other 
building connected with the Church; every 
thing fixed to the Freehold thereof, as Pul- 
pit, Reading Deſk, Font, Seats, Bells, and 
(uſually) the Railing round the Communion 
Table. Such parts as are to be maintained 
at the expence of the Pariſh, the Church- 
wardens themſelves are to repair; ſuch as 
are to be maintained by other perſons, the 


Churchwardens are to call upon thoſe per- 


ſons to repair. 
be proper repair of any Duhding Is ſuch 


as is ſuited, in plan, materials, and work- 


manſhip, to the Nature and Deſign of the 
Building. The proper repair of a Dwelling- 
houſe is of one kind: that of a Barn or Stable, 
of another: and proper repairs of two dwel- 
ling-houſes may vary conſiderably according 
to the Uſes and the Inhabitants. A Church 
is a Building dedicated to the honour and 
ſervice of Almighty. Gop, and to the edifi- 
cation of Chriſtian People: wherein prayer 
is to be offered to Gop, his word is to be 
read and preached, and his ſacraments are 
to be adminiſtered; wherein we have ſpecial 
reaſon to hope for his bleſſing on our pious 
addreſſes and holy reſolutions. We there- 
fore rightly call it the Houss or Gob, and 
if we duly frequent it, we ſhall find it the 
« Gate to Heaven.” This houſe then ought 
to be repaired and kept in ſuch a manner, as 
may ſhew the reſpect of the Pariſhioners 
for its holy uſes, and inſpire them with re- | 
B 2 


verence when they enter into it. For this 
reaſon, 

I. The repair of a Church ought to be 
SUBSTANTIAL, Scanty repairs done at dif- 
ferent times, with various forms, materials, 
and workmanſhip, ſome part or other al- 
ways in danger from wind and weather, and 
frequently in actual decay, ſhew little reſpect 
for the ſacred nature, and religious uſe, of 
the Building, and ſmall deſire to have it 

beheld with reverence. , 

The repair of a Church ought to be ſub- 
ſtantial for two other reaſons. One of theſe 
is a reaſon of Prudence: becauſe it is a Large 
and Lofty Building; wherein a ſmall decay 
may ſpread wide, and produce a great ruin ; 
and wherein frequent reparations are more 
expenſive than in ſmall ſtructures, on ac- 
count of the repeated erection of high ſcaf- 
folding. The other is a reaſon of Juſtice: 
becauſe it is a Public Building, which muſt 
be kept up for ever by the Pariſhioners. 
Slight and cheap repairs will in the end 
bring on the neceſſity of ſtout and coſtly 
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ones; and the preſent pariſhioners, by ſav- 


ing themſelves from a ſmall rate, will bring 


a heavy one upon their children, and others 
who are to come after them. 

I conclude, therefore, that ſcanty repairs 
of a Church are equally uncreditable to the 
Piety, the Prudence, and the Juſtice, of a 
Pariſh: and I lay it down as a rule, that 
every Churchwarden is bound to keep his 
Church in ſubſtantial repair, as a Build- 
ing dedicated to the honour and ſervice of 
 Gop, and to the edification of Chriſtian 
People; as a Building Large and Lofty, and 
conſequently of great expence if ſuffered 


to decay, or, even, to want frequent repa- 
rations; and as a Public Building, deſign- 


ed for Perpetuity, which every generation 
ought in their m in fair proportion, to 


IT) aintain. 


II. The Repair of a Church ought to be 


DECENT; that 1s, becoming its Nature and 
Deſign, as above ſtated. That the Roof, 
Walls, Pavement, Doors, Windows, Pul- 

pit, Reading Deſk, Font, Seats, Bells, and 
33 
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| . 
Railing round the Communion Table, 


ſhould be entirely perfect, is a neceſſary 


part of Subſtantial repair. It is moreover 
neceſſary as a part of Decent repair, that the 
Walls ſhould, on the outſide, be well Point- 
ed or Plaiſtered, as the caſe may be; and 
ſhould, on the inſide, . be Plaiſtered and 


Lime-waſhed, in white, or other proper 


colour, and conſtantly preſerved from any 
diſcolouring or decay ; that the Creed, Com- 
mandments, or other ſentences written on 


the walls, ſhould be preſerved in like man- | 


ner. It is to be wiſhed, when it can be 
done, that the Seats ſhould be of the ſame 
materials, height, and workmanſhip. 

III. The. Repair of a Church ought to 
be COMFORTABLE: that is, ſuch as willenable 
the Pariſhioners of all ages and conditions, 


to aſſemble therein without danger to their 


healths from dampneſs or other cold. 

One cauſe of a Church being damp i is the 
Floor being below the level of the Church- 
yard. This evil may be remedied, or di- 
miniſhed, by a Drain, open or ſhut, with 
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a praper fall made round the Church on 
the outſide, at ſufficient diſtance from the 
foundation, below the level of the Floor. 
When the whole ſcite of the Church and 
Churchyard is low, a deep drain cut round 
the Churchyard alſo will contribute conſi- 
derably to the ſame purpoſe. 
Another cauſe of dampneſs is, when the 
Floors of the Seats are not boarded. 
Another, univerſal, cauſe of dampneſs, 
and of the moſt perniciovs kind, is the want 
of Circulation of Air. No room whatever 
can be wholeſome, which is ſhut up conti- 
nually, with the exception of the Door be- 
ing opened a few hours in the week; no 
Church particularly can be wholeſome when  Þ} 
ſo ſhut up, on account of the natural damp- WM 
neſs of a ſtone pavement, and alſo ſuch a Mi 
pavement lying neither upon Sleepers nor 
Arches. This evil is effectually remedied 
by two or more Large Caſements, in oppo- 
ſite ſides of the Church, opened, regularly 
and frequently, between-the days and hours 
of Divine Service. 
B 4 
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The chief 48 of a Church being cold 1 
beſides its dampneſs, is the want of a 
Ceiling. Without a ceiling the roof is no 
more a protection from cold, than the roof 
of a tiled Barn. It may indeed, by giving 
ſome circulation of air, diminiſh the damp- 
nels. But the Congregation ſuffer more by 
the cold, (which they cannot ſhut out, as 

they can by ſhutting the. caſements,) than 
they gain by diminiſhing the dampneſs, 
(which caſements, daily opened, remove 
entirely.) Moreover an unceiled roof often 

increaſes the dampneſs; as, on a fall of ſnow, 
or of rain with a ſearching wind, it lets in 
more wet than can be dr ed up completely 
in many days. 

Our Anceſtors indeed, in many inſtances, 
bore this inconveniency of a Church Un- 
ceiled. But we are to conſider that their 
Houſes were as much inferior in warmth 
to the generality of our Houſes, as their 
Churches were to many of our Churches. 
When a family came out of a large Manor 
Hall, or a Farm Houſe little warmer than 


are 
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a ſtable, into a Church expoſed to a current 


of air over their heads, and now and then 
to rain or ſnow, the change was ſmall, either 
to their Feeling or their Conſtitutions: but 
now that they come from Cloſe Carpeted 


Parlours, and Warm Farm Kitchens, or 


other comfortable apartments, it is great: 


and though young and healthy perſons may, 


and ovght to, bear it, the old and weakly 
are in danger of ſuffering by it; and are fre- 
quently kept by their fears from Divine Ser- 
vice for weeks and months together. It 
is moreover right on the former point of 
Decency, that the improvements of our 
Churches ſhould bear ſome proportion to 
the improvements of our Houſes. David 
thought ſo, when, in the flouriſhing ſtate of 


his Country, he deſired to build the Tem- 
ple; ſaying, © I dwell in a houſe of Cedar, 


but the Ark of Gop dwells within Cur- 
cc 8 8 | 
tains;” in a moveable tent. Good men 


have thought ſo in all ages. Our Fore- 


fathers acted agreeably to this juſt ſentiment, 


when they built our Cathedrals and Pariſh 
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14 
Churches, in a venerable ſtyle ſuitable to 
their times and manners: and the laſt and 
preſent generation have, in numerous in- 
ſtances, purſued the ſame ſentiment, in im- 
proving them with accommodations and or- 
naments ſuitable to Theirs. There is not 
a Dioceſe in the kingdom, in which there 
are not examples of this Chriſtian Spirit, in 
the fingle munificence of ſome Gentleman, 
or the united liberality of a Pariſh. The 
place where I write (Y) is a ſtriking exam- 
ple: and there are many others in this Dio- 
ceſe. (c) In all the inſtances (with which 
I happen to be acquainted,) of Pariſh 
Churches repaired, improved, or rebuilt, 
whether by private munificence, or public 
ſubſcription, or a pariſh rate, the Ceiling 
has made a part: and I have not heard of 
any inſtance in the kingdom, of a new 
Church or Chapel being erected without a 
| Ceiling, Collecting fromi theſe facts the 
GENERAL SENTIMENT on the ſubject, and 
arguing on the ground of Decency and 

Comfort in the preſent improved ſtate of 
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public and private Buildings, I cannot per- 


ſuade myſelf that a Church Unceiled is in 


Proper Repair. 


As the Fabrics of Churches are maintain- 


ed by the Occupiers of Lands, whether 


owners or renters, they may, in ſome ſmall 


pariſhes, find it inconvenient to advance 
money for ceiling their Church: in ſuch 


circumſtances it is highly probable that the 


Landlords of rented eſtates would, on ap- 


plication, contribute to a work fo beneficial | 
to religion, ſo deſirable for their tenants, and 
ſo creditable to their eſtates. 


The methods which are neceſſary to put 


a Church in Comfortable repair, contribute 


to preſerve it in Decent repair. A dry cir- 


culating air preſerves the Lime-waſh, Plaiſ- 
ter, and Furniture: whereas a damp ſtag- 
nated air diſcolours the Lime-waſh, diſ-. 


ſolves the Plaiſter, and injures, more or leſs, 
the Seats, Books, Cuſhions, and Coverings; 
and the evil is aggravated by the occaſional 
beating in of rain or ſnow. Theſe injuries 


Incoed oy be _ though ny ſeldom 
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are, at a continual expence and trouble : but I 
the injury done to the bodily health of fome © 
who attend Divine Service, and to the ſpt- [ 
ritual health of many who are deterred from 
it, and of others who are miſted by their I 
example, is in many inſtances irreparable. 
Aſter ſeeing that the Fabric of the Church, 
and every thing fixed to the Freehold there- 
of, be kept in Proper Repair, it is a further C 
duty of the Churchwardens to obſerve if q 
any alterations be made in the Fabric, or any 
thing new be fixed to the Freehold, without 
the Licence of the Biſhop, (d) or (in ſmaller 
| Caſes) the approbation of the Rector or 
Vicar; (e) leſt ſuch alterations or new erec- 
tions may disfigure the Church, or incom- | 
mode the ns 2 = 


CHAP. III. N 
OF THE UTENSILS AND FURNITURE. 
The Utenſils and Furniture of the Church 


are, | 
The Sotnmunicn Table; and the Rail- 


ing round it, if not fixed. A Carpet or 
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© Covering for the Table. A Linen Cloth 

for the Table, and a Napkin. A Patin or 

Plate. A Flagon or Stoop. A Cup or 

_ Chalice. A Bafin for the Offerings. Mats 
for the Miniſters and Communicants. 

A Cloth, and Cuſhion, and Mat, for the 
Pulpit. A Cloth and Mat for the Reading 
Deſk. A Large Bible and Prayer Book for 
the Miniſter. Two Surplices. A Prayer 
Book and Mat for the Clerk. | 

A Bafin for the Font. Mats for the Mi- 
niſter and Clerk, Godfathers, and God- 

mothers, and other attendants at the Font. 
A Table bf prohibited Mam A 
Poor's Box. 

A Bier and Cloth. Bells and Nene A 
Cheſt, with three different Locks; the Keys 
to be kept, one by the Miniſter, and one by 
each Churchwarden. 

The Churchwardens are to pu that all 
theſe articles are preſerved and kept 1n re- 
ie ye: | 
To theſe neceſſary articles there are others 
added in ſome Churches for convenience or 
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Organ; which, whenever ſo added, are 


equally under the care of the Churchwar- * 


dens. 


The Churchwardens are alſo to provide 


Bread and W ine for the Communion. They 
are ſpecially directed to provide * fine white 


e bread, and good and wholeſome wine: this 


is a point of religious decency, which I men- 
tion, becauſe I have known it careleſs]; ex- 
equted. Fi LOR 

They are, moreover, to provide a Regi- 


ſter for Chriſtenings and Burials; and for 


Marriages and Banns of Marriage: a Book 
for the Pariſh Accounts: and, laſtly, a Liſt 
of the Utenſils and Furniture of the Church: 


which Regiſter, Account Book, and Liſt, 


are to be kept in the Cheſt. If the Regi- 
ſter be, for convenience, uſually kept in the 
Parſonage or Vicarage Houſe, it ought 
however, when the Incumbent is Non- 


reſident, or the Benefice vacant, always to be 


kept in the Cheſt. A Tranſeript of the 


1 
Fe 8 
2H 


ornament, ſuch as, Curtains, Candlefticks, & 
Moveable Seats or Benches, Clock; Chimes, Þ 


— i 
Regiſter is to be carried annually to the Bi- 


ſhop's Regiſtry ſome time in the month of 
January. Ard the Liſt of the Utenſils and 


Furniture 1s to be exhibited to the Arch- 
deacon at his Parochial Viſitation. 

Neither the Fabric, nor the Utenſils and 
Furniture, of a Church can be conſidered 


as in proper Repair, unleſs the whole be 


kept PERFECTLY : CLEAN. Decency and 
Comfort require this. Neglect of cleanli- 
neſs ſhews little reverence to the Houſe of 
God: and every place becomes unwhole- 


| ſome, in proportion as it becomes dirty. 


The Surplice, Communion Cloth, and 
Napkin, in particular, ought always to be 


clean and white: and theſe, with the other 


Furniture moſt liable to injury, ſhould be 
carefully covered between the times of Di- 
vine Service. | | 


The office of keeping clean the Church, 


and Utenſils and Furniture, is generally per- 


formed by the Clerk or Sexton: but it lies 
upon the Churchwardens to take care that 
it be well performed: and to provide bruſhes 


W157. 
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and other proper inſtruments: and to pay 


the Clerk or Sexton for doing it. The 


ſtipend of Clerk and Sexton is generally 


ſmall; handed down from times when the 
neceſſaries of life were much cheaper: it is 
worthy the generoſity, indeed the juſtice, of 


every Pariſh to o proportion it to the preſent 


CHAp. IV, 
OF THE CHURCHYARD. | 


The duty of Churchwardens concerning 


a the Churchyard is to take care that it be well 


Fenced “with walls, rails, or pales, as have 
« been in each place accuſtomed:“ and 


that the Gates, the Gate-Porch, (if any,) 


and the Paths leading through the Church- 
yard to the Church, 1 kept in perfect re- 
pair. In this work they are carefully to con- 
ſult Decency. It is not fitting that the 8 
gates of a Churchy ard ſhould be like the 
gates of a Field or Farmyard. A trifling 
expence in workmanſhip and paint would 
make a becoming difference: and the ex- 


pence of paint will be defrayed by the durs- 
tion of the work. The decent appearance 
of the Fences ought alſo to be conſidered. 


When they are maintained by a Rate, (which 
is the beſt method) they may be kept all 


in one form. But if (by cuſtom) they are 
maintained, in parcels, by different perſons, 


the Churchwardens are to call ſtrictly upon 


each perſon to preſerve his portion in perfect 
repair and decent form. 


dens are alſo to ſee thatmthe Accuſtomed 


Church Ways, from the hOtiſes of the Pa- 


Tiſhioners to the Churchyard, be kept in 


due repair at the charge of the Pariſh, or | 
any perſon to whom the PH of them 


may belong. 
The Freehold of the Churchyard, and 


the Uſe of the Herbage, are in the Rector 


or Vicar. It becomes him to keep the her- 
bage in decent appearance, free from Rub- 
biſn, Weeds, and Briars. But if by his in- 
attention, or the neglect of the Occupier of 


the herbage, or the intruſion of idle perſons, 
it be not ſo kept, it is the duty of the Church- 
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22 
wardens to make proper application, and 
procure theſe indecencies to be removed. 
On this account, as well as for the pre- 
ſervation of the Walls and Windows of 
the Church, they ought to prevent all per- 
ſons from idling or playing in the Church- 
yard. 

Ihe principal cauſe of indecencies in a 


Churchyard is the want of proper“ Walls, 


© Rails, or Pales,” and Gates regularly ſhut. 
I wonder that the Inhabitants of any Pariſh 
can ſee, without regret, their Churchyard, 
which ſurrounds their place of Worſhip, 
and contains the bodies of their Fathers, 
Families, and Friends, diſhonoured by filth, 
nettles, and briars; ill-fenced, and laid waſte; 
leſs regarded than the worſt of their own 


incloſures, or the meaneſt garden in their 


Town or Village ; trampled ſometimes, and 


torn up, by unſeemly animals, «like the 


« face of the field in the portion of Jezreel;” 
the ec bones” of departed Chriſtians << lying 
« ſcattered about the pit, like as when one 


© breaketh and heweth wood upon the 


« earth.” I am ſurpriſed that they do not 


reflect how unbecoming and diſgraceful this 


appearance is, and how ſmall expence and 


trouble would remove it. 


The Churchwardens are to obſerve, if 


any new Doors, Gates, or Roads, be made 
into, or through, the Churchyard from 
houſes or lands adjoining, or any bounda- 
ries of the Churchyard be altered, or any 1n- 
fringement be committed thereon, without 
the conſent of the Rector or Vicar, * the 
Licence of the 1 


CHAP. V. 


OF CERTAIN MATTERS OF GOOD ORDER 
CONCERNING THE CHURCH 
AND CHURCHYARD. 


It is to be hoped that every Churchwar- 
den hath been a regular attendant at Church 
before he held the Office: otherwiſe he was 
not very fit to be choſen into it. When 
he is in the Office, it is a part of his Official, 
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24, | 
at Church. For he is to prevent, or cor- 
rect, all diforderly behaviour in the Church. 
He is not to ſuffer any idle perſons to abide 

in the Churchporch or Churchyard during 
the time of Divine Service. He is to pre- 
vent tipling in Alehouſes during Divine 
Service; and the exerciſe of any worldly 
calling or unlawful paſtimes on the Lord's 
Day. Theſe offences are puniſhable, by 
Fine, on conviction before a Magiſtrate, () 
as well as by Eccleſiaſtical Cenſure. | 
The Churchwarden, or other fit per- 
| fon, is to collect the Alms at the Commu- 
nion, 1 LAB ; 
The Churchwarden is to obſerve, if Di- 


vine Service be not duly performed, or other 


Miniſterial Duty be neglected. 

He is not to ſuffer any Muſter of Soldiers, 
or any Fairs, Markets, or Traffics, to be 
holden in the Churchyard. _ 5 

He is not to ſuffer any Plays, F caſts, 
Church Ales, Drinkings, or any other pro- 4 
fane Uſage, in the Nave, Chancel, Belfry, | 


2 


25 


ht ac 
He is not to ſuffer the Bells to be rung 


at any time, without good cauſe to be al- 
lowed by the Miniſter and his Brother 


Ghurchwarden, 


- CHAP. VI, 
or THE ENDOWMENTS OF THE 
CHURCH, 
The Endowments of the Church are, 
1. The Rectorial or Vicarial Buildings, 
the glebe lands, the tithes, money payments, 


and all other rights appertaining to the Be- 


nefice. The Miniſter and Churchwardens 
are to keep a terrier of theſe in the Cheſt: 


and the Churchwardens are to carry an au- 


thentic copy thereof to the Biſhop's Regiſtry 


at every Epiſcopal Viſitation, or at ſuch other 


time as the Biſhop ſhall appoint. The Ter- 


Tier is to be ſigned by the Miniſter, Church- 


wardens, and other principal inhabitants; 
inſerting, from time to time, the names of 
23 


or other part of the Church, or in the 
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26 
the preſent owners and renters of lands abut- 
ting upon the glebe. (g) | 

. Al houſes, lands, or money pay- 
ments, veſted in the Miniſter, Church 
wardens, or other Truſtees, for the repa- 
ration, ornament, or other uſes, of the 
Church. | 

EC - finittar- nature, though not 
fit endowments of the Church, are all 
houſes, lands, or money payments, veſted 
in hke manner for the uſe of the Poor; whe- 
ther for Schools, Hoſpitals, Bread, or any 
other benefit. A full and exact account of 
all theſe Benefactions is to be kept in the 

Cheſt: and an Abſtract of them hung up 
on a Tablet in the Church. . 

The Churchwardens are to obſerve if the 
Rectorial or Vicarial Buildings be ſuffered 
to decay: or any timber trees growing on 
the glebe lands be applied to other uſe, 


than the reparation or improvement o ß 


the Buildings, Fences, or Chancel: or any 
meres or other land-marks thereof be re- 


27 
moved: or any other Waſte be committed | 
thereon. 
They are to obſerve al, if any waſte be 
committed upon the houſes and lands, or 
any diminution ſuffered of the money pay- 
ments, above-mentioned, veſted in truſt for 
the Church, or Poor: or if the Revenues 
thereof be not reaſonably improved, or 
be not duly collected, or be miſapplied, or 
abuſed: or if the School Maſter, or e 
neglect his or her duty. 
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CHAp. VII. 
LEGAL OBLIGATIONS OF CHURCHWARDENS. 


Ph . 92 
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The Churchwardens have one more duty 
reſpecting the Church. They are bound, 
at the Viſitations, to make TRUE PRESEN T- 
MENT of every defect in Ax of the points 
which I have laid before them. 
It is to be hoped that no Charchwarth 
will want other inducement to diſcharge 
| theſe ſeveral duties, than his Oath of Office, 
his Reverence for Religion, and his Regard 
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for the Welfare and Credit of his Pariſh. 
But if any one be inſenſible to theſe moral 
_| obligations, it is proper to remind him, that 
he is under legal obligations alſo. For, 
I. If he do not within a time limited con- 
form to the directions given by the Arch- 
deacon at his Parochial, or other, Viſitation, 
concerning the Fabric of the Church, the 
Uteaſils and Furniture thereof, or Church- 
yard, he is ſubject to the Cenſure of the 
Archdeacon's Court. 

11. He 1s at all times ſubject to the In- 
quiry and Cenſure of the Biſhop's Court, 
for neglect of his duty in any of the points 
which J have laid before him, upon the pre- 
ſentment of the Miniſter, or any Pariſhioner, 
or without any preſentment. | 

111. If he make a falſe preſentment con- 
cerning theſe points, he is ſubject to the 
Cenſure of either Court for Perjury: and 
he is particularly to obſerve, that a preſent- 
ment which omits a thing which ought to 
be preſented, is a falſe preſentment. 


29 . 

CHUuRCHWARDENS have ſeveral other du- 
ties by virtue of their Office, and by divers 
Acts of Parliament. I have here undertaken 
to lay before them ſuch r as l the 
CHURCH. | 


CHAP, VIII. 

CONCLUSION. 
| There is no one duty fo eh to make 
us Good and Happy, as a conſtant attend- 
ance on the Houſe of God: becauſe there 
we learn his will; we form reſolutions to do 
it; we pray for his grace to enable us to 
do it; we implore his bleſſing on our ſouls, 
our bodies, and our ſubſtance. Our at- 
tendance on this Houſe, and our reverence 
for it, is likely to be greater, when it is 
repaired, adorned, and furniſhed, in a Sub- 
ſtantial, Decent, Comfortable, manner. It 
is well worth the expence and trouble of a 
Chriſtian Congregation, to ſet about this 
good work without delay, and perform it 
completely and effectually; if they are in 
moderate circumſtances, to the extent which 


the Law requires; if they are proſperous or 
wealthy, with ſuch proper additions, as their 
convenience, taſte, and piety, may ſuggeſt. 

This religious zeal will increaſe the affection 


and diligence of their Miniſter, and will in- 


vite their families and neighbours to a more 
conſtant attendance on public worſhip and 
inſtruction. They will have the ſatisfaction 
and honour of pomoting Religion in their 
own days; and will leave the viſible marks 
of their Piety to their Children and others 
after them, when they ſhall «© be gone hence 
« and be no more ſeen.” b) 
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NOTES. 


0A the name Rector Jeroen and hs 

Vicar is his ſubſtitute: that is, every Rector 
or Vicar is bound to ſuperintend the due 
repair, and reverent uſage, of the Church, 
and of every thing belonging to it: (for 
which reaſon he preſides at Veſtries, al- 
though he do not contribute to the Church- 
rate: ) to ſee that nothing improper be placed, 
or done, in the Church or Churchyard: to 
fix the hours of Divine Service, conſulting 
the convenience of the Congregation: to 
obſerve that Divine Service be, in all its 
parts and circumſtances, performed by Him- 
ſelf (or Aſſiſtant) and the Congregation, ac- 
cording to the Rubric : to regulate the time 
for Occaſional Offices, ſinging of Pſalms, 
Playing of the Organ (if any,) and other 
particulars not defined by the Rubric : to 
the end that * all things may be done de- 
« cently and in order.” Rector tantum 
« jus in Eccleſia Parochiali habet, quantum 


0 Prælatus (i. e. Dean, Maſter, Cuſtos, ry 
ce jn Eccleſia Collegiatä. 
In Churches and Chapels where there b is 
no Rector or Vicar, the Perpetual Curate 
has nearly the ſame ſituation and duties. 

(8) Sroxs-Eprrn, wu by Thomas 
F oley, EſquirdqG 

(c) Among others, 

 TARRINGTON, improved by Thomas 


Lord Foley. 
 SHOBDON, rebuilt by Land Viſcount 


Bateman. | 
LETTON, improved by John F reeman, 


Eſquire. 
| STANFORD, rebuilt by Sir Hand Win- 
nington, Bart. | 22 
The fine Gothic Chnch of Chae nc, | 
new. floored, pewed, ceiled, and otherwiſe 
improved, by the Land-owners, Impropria- 
tor, and Inhabitants. | | 
ALBERBURY, improved i in like manner by 
the Pariſhioners: which Church I mention 
"among many others lately improved in the 
Archdeaconry of Salop, and particularly in 
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the Du of Poateſbuty;/- on account of 
the perfect form and dryneſs e to che 
walls by BATTENING. 

(d) Some few Churches are os 4 5 
Peculiar Juriſdiction of a Dean, Prebendary, 
or other Superior; who has, under certain 
limitations and reſtrictions, the ſame autho- 
rity as the Biſhop in theſe matters. 

(e) A grave-ſtone, for example, or the 
like. The ſame applies to the Churchyard. 

(f) Namely, being abſent from Church 
on Sunday, or not abiding there during Di- 
vine Service, or behaving diſorderly there, 18. 

Drinking at Alehouſes, except on Work- 
ing Days, and at Seaſons therein allowed * 
the Act of Parliament, 38. 4d. 

Owner of the Houſe permitting it, 1os. 

Butchers Killing, or Selling, Meat on 
Sunday, 6s. 8d. 

Selling, or Expoſing to Sale, any Wars 
or Goods on Sunday, 56. . 

Carriers, Waggoners, Drovers, Horf: | 

Courſers, &c. travelling on Sunday, 20s. 


5 


C 


their own pariſh for any unlawful paſtime; 


"Exerciſing any Worldly Calling on Sun- 
"a 58. 9 e 


Perſons aſſembling on Sunday within 


or aſſembling out of their own pariſhes for 


any paſtime whatſoever; 38. 44. 

(g) In order to preſerve the rights of the 
Benefice with reſpect to Tithes, and of the 
Pariſh with reſpect to Church Rates and 
other Aſſeſſments, the Miniſter and Church- 
wardens, with other inhabitants, ought an- 
nually, or at ſhort intervals, to PERAMhu- 
LATE, or view the boundaries of their pa- 

(+) Congregations diſpoſed to improve 
their Churches, will do well to read Mr. 
0 Charges on this 
ſubject. 10 J 60 
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